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SURVEY UPDATE
Section 2

A sector wide sustainability survey was
shared by PASA in August 2023



Publisher engagement was however limited.
Only 14 of the estimated 150 publishers in
South Africa responded to the survey. 

Notable in their absence were the large
education publishers that represent more
than 80% of the industry's production and
revenue.

Feedback on responses received will be
summarised in the upcoming slides. 



Measuring environmental impact is a challenge for the majority of publishers
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Sustainability programmes are still in their infancy
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Capacity limits progress on sustainability for most publishers
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The majority of survey responders would like PASA to provide guidance on:
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ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS
IN THE SUSTAINABLE

MANAGEMENT OF THE
PUBLISHING SECTOR

CARBON EMISSION
REDUCTION TARGETS THAT

COULD APPLY TO THE
PUBLISHING INDUSTRY



WEBINARS &
NEWSLETTERS
TOPICS

Updates on the sustainability of the South African paper industry
with feedback from PAMSA on sustainable forestry, recycling,
and the use of sustainable dyes and glues in book production. 

Feedback on how climate-focused legislation in South Africa will
affect the publishing industry. This includes Climate Change Bill,
Carbon Tax Act and the Extended Producer Responsbility Act. 

Exploring international publishing best practices on sustainability
by sharing learnings from the International Publisher's Association.
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Section 3

The committee is working on releasing quarterly
newsletters and setting up webinars to deepen

sustainability skills and knowledge in the industry. 
Topics in development include:

Digital sustainability and environmental considerations when
creating digital publications and products.4



PHASE 1

Collating all data for the calendar
year ending 2022. This will serve as

the baseline for PASA's carbon
footprint and reduction targets




PHASE 2

Analysis of the data to identify gaps
and areas for improvement as well as

application of carbon conversion
factors to determine the volume of

carbon dioxide equivalent emitted for
the reporting period. 

PHASE 3

Compilation of a carbon report that
will shared with all PASA memebers.

Section 4

PASA CARBON FOOTPRINTING CASE STUDY
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